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FATWA from the Religious Scholars of Palestine in 1935, Regarding Selling of the Lands to the Jews  

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and blessings and peace be upon His trustworthy Messenger, and upon all his family and companions, and on those who followed them in goodness up to the Day of Judgement. 

As for what follows: 

We, the Muftis, judges, teachers, lecturers, Imams, preachers, and all other religious scholars and religious men of the Muslims in Palestine; who have gathered this day in this religious assembly which has been convened in Jerusalem, in the Farthest Mosque (al-Aqsa) - whose surroundings are blessed - (issue the following statement) after examination and perusal of the situation confronting us. 

The situation involves selling Palestinian lands to the Jews, which serves toward attainment of the goals of Zionism. These goals involve Judaicizing this holy Islamic country, displacing it from the hands of its people and expelling them from it, and erasing all trace of Islam from it by demolishing mosques and (other) places of worship and Islamic holy sites. All this has already occurred in the regions whose sale to the Jews has been completed, and whose inhabitants have been expelled, homeless upon the earth. It is feared that the same will occur - may Allah not permit it - in the First of the Two Qiblahs, the Third, after the Two Holy Mosques, which is the Blessed Aqsa Mosque. 

We have examined the verdicts (fatwas) which have been issued by the Muftis and scholars of Islam in Iraq, Egypt, India, Morocco, Syria,, Palestine, and all the other Islamic regions. These verdicts all agree upon the prohibition of selling the land in Palestine to the Jews, and (they also agree) upon the prohibition of acting as middleman on these sales, or playing the part of a broker, or assisting the matter in any manner or form; and also upon the prohibition of being pleased with this entire affair, or remaining silent before it. They agree, furthermore, with respect to every Palestinian, that all of the above, committed by somebody who is aware of the consequences and contented with them, necessarily entail disbelief (kufr), and apostasy (irtidad) from the religion of Islam. This occurs through believing in the permissibility of the matters, as has been mentioned in the verdict issued by the respected Sayyid Amin Al-Husayni, Mufti of Jerusalem and President of the Supreme Islamic Council. 

After examination and perusal of all of the above, we support the content of those noble verdicts, and agree that the seller, the land broker, the mediator and anybody facilitating the sale of Palestine are all: 

1. Knowingly aiding in expelling Muslims from their homes 
2. Preventing people from the mosques of Allah, preventing the remembrance of His name therein, and striving to ruin them. 
3. Taking the Jews as allies, for his deeds are considered as help and support to them against the Muslims. 
4. Annoying Allah, His Messenger and the believers. 
5. Betraying Allah and His messenger, and the trust (appointed to him). 

Let us return to the clarifying evidences for these regulations in circumstances such as these, from the Book of Allah, such as the following (translated): 

"Oh believers! Do not betray Allah and the Messenger, nor knowingly betray your trusts. Know that your wealth and offspring are (but) a test, and that with Allah is a tremendous reward." [8:27-28] 

"Those who annoy believing men and women by that which they do not deserve - they are guilty of slander and manifest sin." [33:58] 

"Who is more unjust than one who prevents people from the mosques of Allah, lest His name be remembered therein, and strives to destroy them? It does not befit those people to enter them (the mosques) except in fear. There is disgrace for them in this world, and theirs is a tremendous punishment in the Hereafter." [2:114] 

"Allah does not prevent you from being kind and equitable to those who have not fought you on account of your religion, nor driven you out of your homes. Allah loves the equitable. Allah only forbids you from befriending those who have fought you on account of your religion, and driven you from your homes, and assisted in expelling you; whoever befriends them, they are the wrongdoers." [60:8-9] 

"Oh believers! Do not take as friends and protectors (those who are) My enemies and your enemies." [60:1] 

"And whoever befriends them is one of them" [5:51] 

The Imams of exegesis (tafsir) have mentioned that the meaning of "he is one of them" is that he is one of their group, and that his status is like theirs. 

It can be realized from all that we have hitherto mentioned in the way of means and results, sayings, rulings and verdicts, that with regard to those selling Palestine to the Jews, whether directly or through some intermediary or broker, as well as those facilitating the matter or assisting in it by any means whatsoever, while knowing of the above-mentioned consequences: 

- it is not permissible to perform the funeral prayer for them when they die 
- they may not be buried in Muslim graveyards 
- it is obligatory to repudiate them, cut off relations with them, and hold their kind in contempt, and not to love them or be intimate with them. 

The above holds true even if the person involved should be one's own parents, children, siblings or spouses. 

"Oh believers! Take not your fathers and brothers as friends if they prefer disbelief to faith. And whoever among you befriends them - those are the wrongdoers." [9:23] 

"Say, 'If your fathers, your children, your brothers, your spouses, your kinsfolk, the wealth you have acquired, the trade whose loss you fear, and the dwellings which you are pleased with, are more beloved to you than Allah and His messenger, and jihad in His path, then wait until Allah brings about His decree. Allah does not guide transgressing people." [9:24] 

Bearing this in mind, to remain silent in the face of the actions of these people, and to be pleased with them, is absolutely forbidden. "Oh believers! Hearken to Allah and to the Messenger when they call you toward that which gives you life. Know that Allah intervenes between a man and his heart, and that to Him will you be returned. And fear an affliction which may not afflict the wrongdoers exclcusively among you, and know that Allah is severe in punishment." [8:24-25] 

May Allah make us of those who hear the word and follow its excellence, for He is our Protector; how excellent a protector, and how excellent a lender of support. 

Signed on: 20 Shawwal 1353 AH, 26 January 1935 CE 
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Survey of Israeli acts of aggression against Al-Aqsa Mosque since 1967  

Twenty-six years have passed since Messianic Jews tried to and partially succeeded in burning-down Islam's third holiest sanctuary, the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque. The nefarious sacrilege was by no means, as the Israeli government then suggested, and isolated act committed by a deranged man who acted on his own. Quite the contrary, the morbid Israeli designs against the sacred Muslim Shrine show that diabolical feat was a deliberate collective act of aggression carried out with the unmistakable acquiescence of the Israeli political establishment and the active encouragement of much of the world's Jewry and their fundamentalist Christian allies. 

The following is a list of the acts of aggression and desecration against Al- Aqsa Mosque since June 7,1967: 

June 7, 1967: The occupation authorities confiscated the keys of the Western Gate known as Bab El-Magharba immediately after Israeli troops seized the town from the fleeing Jordanians. 

June 9, 1967: The congregational Friday prayer was not held on orders from the occupation authorities. That was the first time the Juma'a prayer didn't take place since the liberation of Jerusalem from the hands of the Crusades in 1167 AD on October 19,1990, The Juma'a prayer was delayed for two hours because the occupation authorities denied Muslim worshiper entry to the Haram compound. 

June 21, 1969: An Australian-born terrorist, Denis Michael Rohan, entered the mosque and set the magnificent Nurrukin Zinki Mihrab on fire. The fire gutted the unique Mihrab, which has restored. The sacrilegious act against the mosque was condemned world-wide, but was praised by wide segments of world Jewry and Christian fundamentalists who view the creation of Israeli in Palestine as a fulfilment of Biblical prophecy and a precedence to the second advent of Jesus. 

November 16, 1969: The Israeli occupation authorities seized the Fakhriyya Corner on the south-western side of the Haram Al-Sharif. 

August 14, 1970: The Gershon Salmon group, and ultra-fanatic group dedicated to the so-called rebuilding of the Temple of Solomon of the site of Al-Aqsa Mosque after it is demolished, forcibly entered the premises of the Haram, but were repulsed by Muslims. The confrontation resulted in tens of worshiper being injure by Israeli troop gunfire. 

April 19, 1980: A group of Jewish Rabbis and sages held a semi-secret conference devoted to exploring ways and means "to liberate the Temple Mount from Muslim hands". 

August 28, 1980: The Israeli occupation authorities dug a tunnel right underneath the Mosque. 

March 30, 1982: Numerous leters were sent Muslim Waqf authorities urging them to abandon the Temple Mount and warning them of the dire consequence of their "usurpation of our Temple". The letters were written in Hebrew, English, French ,Spanish and Polish. 

May 20, 1982: Several Zionist organizations sent death threats to Waqf officials. 

April 11, 1982: An Israeli soldier named Allen Goodman stormed the interior of the Mosque, spraying worshipers with bullets from his M-16 assault rifle, killing and wounding over 60 Palestinians. 

March 26, 1983: The main entrance to the Jerusalem's Waqf department collapsed due to Israeli excavations underneath. 

August 21, 1985: The Israeli police permitted Jewish extremists to hold prayers within the confines of the Haram premises. 

August 4, 1986: A group of Rabbis issued final ruling allowing Jews to pray at the Haram Al-Sharif, and demanded the establishment of a Synagogue in the area. 

May 12, 1988: Israeli soldiers opened fire on a peaceful Muslim march at the Haram, Killing and wounding about a hundred Palestinians. 

August 8, 1990: The Israeli authorities committed a grisly massacre at the Al- Aqsa Mosque, Killing 22 worshipers and injuring over 200. 

And on July 25, 1995: The Israeli High Court of Justice issued a ruling, allowing Jews to pray at the "Temple Mount". The decision sparked off widespread protests among Muslims. 
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