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Detailed History & Meaning of P.A.K.I.S.T.A.N.  
Extracts from `Pakistan or Pastan-Destiny or Disintegration', 1950  by C.R.Ali  

Many people believe that Pakistan only derives its meaning from the words that translate into Land of the Pure (Pak=pure; istan=land). However this is not the primary derivation but a secondary one.  It is important for Paks to go to the ORIGINAL source of the country's name and NOT Pakistani history books which have merely regurgitated the lies of earlier, mainly British history books.  
      
The British have told the history of South Asia from an Indian bias since their hegemony in the region, and westernised Muslim `educated' / ruling classes have accepted and pepetrated this `His Story' as fact.  The India that existed before 1947 was not the name of one single country, nor the home of one single nation.  It was the designation of a state created for the first time in history by the British.  This is confirmed by the Eleventh Edition of Encyclopedia Britannica (Volume 14) (HUS to ITA) (page 375) which states "the natives of (British) India can scarcely be said to have a word of their own by which to express their `common' country."  
      
Many people believe that Pakistan was a proper chunk of India but this is NOT true! The North West part of `India' is far away from the main body of `India' proper and in fact, without any doubt more than half of present day Pakistan, in particular Afghania, Balochistan, Rojhan in Sindh and Dera Ismail and Dera Ghazi Khan in Punjab were hardly ever part of `India' until the British seized the territory and incorporated it as part of India.  Just because Burma and Sri Lanka were part of the British Indian Raj does not make them part of India and the same applies to Pakistan.  However, in the last few hundred years the demography of the region has changed considerably following the mass migration of Muslims from `India'.  This may make people believe that the lands comprise part of India.  However, it is clear from the example of those Paks living in Afghania and Balochistan that they have never regarded themselves as Indian, although they may have been unwilling subjects of the British Crown Colony of India. 
      
During 1930-33, a series of Round Table Conferences were held in London to discuss India's independence from British colonial rule. Government-nominated delegates from all the communities of British India were invited, but of the 125 delegates, only 26 were Muslims. To Choudhary Rahmat Ali, it was clear from the outset that the real aim of these conferences was the establishment of an All India Federation in which the Muslim provinces of North West India would become a single administrative district of India.   

Thus Choudhary Rahmat Ali wrote:  
"I knew that their actions had obliterated the twelve centuries of our history, destroyed the very foundations of our heritage. Like millions of Muslims, I watched this development with poignant anxiety. I warned the Muslim delegates...I begged them to realise their responsibility to Allah (swt) and his Rasool (saw)... to withdraw their demand for the Indian Federation and ask for a separate Islamic federation of our North Western homelands. But all without result. There was no realisation, no response.  On the contrary there was every resolve to victimise anyone who might dare oppose them at their policies.       

Our brave but voiceless nation was being sacrificed on the alter of Hindu nationalism, not only by the non-muslims, but to the lasting disgrace of Islam, by our own so-called leaders, with reckless disregard to our future and in utter contempt to of the teachings of history.  By agreeing to a federal constitution for India they had signed the death warrant of Islam and its future in India.  The previous seventy five years had shown no statesmanship among Muslim leaders.  Inspired by the sense of divine mission, I reviewed the situation most solemnly and came to the conclusion that it was NOW OR NEVER; that any further silence would be fatal...I decided to take immediate action and save our honour and existence, and to ensure the ultimate security of our nation in Pakistan and our Millat in Dinia [India] and its Dependencies'.  The magnitude of the impending disaster could be measured by recalling to mind that the thirty million Muslims in our North Western homelands counted for about one-tenth of the entire Muslim world.  The homelands constituted an area four times that of Italy, three times that of Germany and twice that of France. In population, they were seven times as large as Australia, four times as Canada, twice as Spain, and as large as France or Italy."      

C.R.Ali first wanted freedom for the five Muslim `Indian' homelands in North West British India (not in reality but in the sense of British Indian), namely Punjab, Afghania, Kashmir, Sindh and BalochistaN from British colonial rule, followed by their re-integration with the three Muslim `Asian' homelands of Afghanistan, Iran and Tukharistan (P.A.K.I.S.T.A.N.).  

He wrote:       
"Unless and until we all in our `Indian' and `Asian' homelands, now separated by the twists and turns of history and exploited by our enemies, reintegrate ourselves into ONE nation under a new fraternal name, none of us whether living in the `Indian' or in the `Asian' homelands could survive or thrive in the world. 
      
The realisation of these truths created in me a solemn, surging urge to invent such a name as would reflect the soul and spirit of us all, symbolise the history and hopes of us all, strengthen the national bonds of us all, and ensure the realisation of the destiny of us all.  That is, a name that would detach those of us living in our `Indian' homelands from Indian Nationalism and re-attach us to Islamic Nationalism; that would sever our artificial, national and territorial bonds with India and cement our Islamic, national and territorial ties with Iran, Afghanistan, and Tukharistan; and that would meet the challenge of Indianism and British Imperialism both to us in our Indian homelands and to our brethren in Iran, Afghanistan, and Tukharistan. 
      
It had therefore to be a name born of all the elements of the life-spiritual, fraternal, moral, ethnic, historical, geographical, supra-regional and supra-natural.  In other words, it had to be charged with an irresistible, eternal appeal to the heart and head of all our people, and possessed of elemental power to seize on our being and make us all go out on Jihad for the Millat's Mission.  For nothing short of that could generate those mighty forces which alone could ensure the liberation of us all, the transformation of some of the most important parts of India and Asia, and the fulfilment of our Millat's Mission in India and its Islands."

That force, he called Islam. 
      
Thus, in 1933, as a student at Emmanuel College, Cambridge University, C.R.Ali formulated demands for a separate Islamic state that would free the Muslim Indian provinces from British India, by drafting a Declaration called `Now or Never: Are we to Live or Perish for Ever ?' This declaration was then circulated to members of the House of Lords and Commons. It was in this document that he used the name PAKSTAN, for the five northern units of British India; namely, P-Punjab, A-Afghan (NWFP), K-Kashmir, S-Sindh, TAN-Balochistan.  
[NOTE: this derivation for the acronym was used just for aesthetic purposes and only on this one occasion. Once he had sown the seed he never needed to use this acronym again and reverted to the use of PAKISTAN.  In 'Now or Never', he simply altered the acronym slightly so as to be able to omit Iran, Afghanistan and Tukharistan as they did not form part of British India.  It would have been absurd to mention them in `Now or Never' in which he was calling for the independence of the Muslim `Indian' provinces from British rule and their distinction from any Indian Federation].      

C. R. Ali wrote: "a separate and distinct nation was essential for these Muslim units, based on social, religious, political and historical grounds. Old names like Sindh Valley or Indus Valley, and North-West India were anachronistic and dangerous. They were anachronistic because they were the relics, of mythology which we exploded in the 7th century A.C. and of a hegemony which we annihilated in the 8th; and they were dangerous because they made our `Indian' homelands Hindoolands and our people Indian - which they ceased to be at least twelve centuries ago. These names were our worst enemies; for through them the `ghosts of dead ages and of defunct hegemonies' were still ruling us and ruining our nationhood in our country."     

In 1946, C.R.Ali published a 392 page book about the fraternity, political history, geography of the fatherland called `PAKISTAN, THE FATHERLAND OF PAK NATION'.  On pages 223-224 of this book, C.R.Ali provided a detailed explanation of the name, P.A.K.I.S.T.A.N. Integration of the `Indian' homelands of Punjab, Afghania, Kashmir, Sindh and Balochistan with the `Asian' homelands of Afghanistan, Iran and Turkharistan was mentioned no less than twenty times in this book. The Fatherland itself, did not exist as a single entity right before the British came because it had been divided up between the Mughals, Safavids and the Afghans.  Also, the three `Asian' countries were not mentioned in the Declaration of 1933 because they were not under British colonial rule or part of British India.       

C.R. Ali wrote: 
"P.A.K.I.S.T.A.N. is both a Persian and an Urdu word. It is composed of letters from the English language with every letter standing for the constituent areas of all our homelands.  It means the Land of the Paks - the spiritually pure and clean.  It symbolises the religious beliefs and ethnical stocks of our people; and it stands for all the territorial constituents of our original Fatherland.  It has no other origin and no other meaning; and it does not admit of any other interpretation.  Those writers who have tried to interpret it in more than one way have done so either through love of casuistry, or through ignorance of its inspiration, origin and composition."  

The exact etymology of P.A.K.I.S.T.A.N. is reiterated as follows:      

P - Punjab. C.R. Ali had in mind the whole of Punjab and not just the moth eaten portion that was obtained at `Independence'. In fact he asked for territory proportionate to the population of Muslims.  
      
A - Afghania. The real name of the North West Frontier Province (NWFP) is Afghania.  NWFP is semantically non-descript and socially wrongful. It is non-descript because it is the British designation for the North western region of their Indian empire, that no longer exists.  It is wrongful because it suppresses the social entity of their people.  `Sarhad' is another name but that also means frontier.  NWFP is not a frontier at all as far as the indigenous population, the Pashtoons are concerned.  How an earth can one have a frontier between the same people, with one-half living in Afghanistan and the other half in Afghania ?  The Durand Line divides Afghanistan and Pakistan today. 
      
K - Kashmir 
      
I - Iran. In 530 BC, Cyrus the Achaeminid emperor (Iran) crossed the Khyber Pass and took land around Peshawar; his sons took over Sindh, Punjab and Balochistan. He made Gandhara (Afghanistan) into his twentieth province (satrapy) [pg.77,134]; and created a dynasty that included Darius 1, 2 and 3; and Xerxes.  In 334 BC Alexander of Macedonia (a mushrik) attacked the Persian empire that covered Iran (Tehran [Rhagae], Thara, Meshed, Susa); Afghanistan (Herat [Alexandria Areion], Kandahar [Alexandria Arachoton], Ghazni [Alexandria], Nicea); Central Asia (Bactra, Samarkand, Bukhara, Tashkent) and Pakistan (Attock, Taxila, Sangela (Chenab River), Multan, Hyderabad, Makran, Gwadar).  This indicates that today's Pakistan cannot be construed as ever being a part of Indian land.  Alexander did not invade India because it was NOT part of Ancient Persia.  Also, Afghania and Balochistan being rural, inhospitable and ungovernable regions have provided a natural buffer zone between Iran and India, with the indigenous population in these areas being fiercely independent with little allegiance to either Iran (Safavids) or the Mughals. 
      
The ancient civilisations of the Indus River were also inextricably linked with Susa and other parts of Iran. Languages such as Sanskrit and its derivatives: Punjabi and Sindi, though perceived as Indian are Aryan in origin. This can be accounted for by the fact that India and Iran were invaded by Aryans from Central Asia.  There was a time that o be fluent in Persian was a prerequisite. Punjabi poet-philosopher, Muhammed Iqbal was fluent in Farsi and the majority of his writings are in Farsi. Mughal ruler, Jahangir married Nur Jahan, the daughter of a Persian nobleman. 
      
S - Sindh (including Kachch and Kathiawar) 
      
T - Tukharistan. This name is not used anymore but the area exists and the boundaries can be extrapolated to include Turkmenistan and parts of the other contiguous central Asian nations.  

A - Afghanistan. 
      
N - BalochistaN. The south eastern province of Iran that borders Pakistan is also called Balochistan!  When the British came, they demarcated the Goldsmid line which now separates the Baloch people between Pakistan and Iran.

